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May it please the Court, Chief Jus3ce, Jus3ce Shariff, Jus3ces of the Federal Court, Jus3ce 
Gleeson, dis3nguished guests.  

It is my privilege and pleasure in equal measure, your Honour, to express on behalf of the 
Bar na3onally its congratula3ons on your Honour’s fine appointment to this Court.  

Your Honour’s broad prac3ce at the Bar, including employment, industrial law, corpora3ons, 
equity, professional negligence, disciplinary and regulatory work equipped your Honour well 
for the discharge of the important func3on with which you have been entrusted.  

Likewise, your personal quali3es of decency, hard work and companionability will serve this 
Court well. In doing so, I acknowledge the First Na3ons People and the special role that 
Courts everywhere have in bringing peace to us as a na3on in that regard and the par3cular 
role that this Court has in acknowledging those people who have been the custodians of this 
land from 3me immemorial.   

Your Honour, to be appointed to a na3onal Court is the height of professional dis3nc3on, 
and hard earned in your Honour’s case. Your Honour should feel jus3fiably proud in that 
regard. Likewise, one does not achieve success like today without the love and the support 
of friends and family, which your Honour has plainly had. Those friends and family should 
also take jus3fiable pride in today’s appointment.  

Whilst it is appropriate that the na3onal body of the Bar recognise your Honour’s 
appointment today, it is your home Bar, the Bar of New South Wales, that ought to speak in 
detail to your Honour’s many quali3es. And, on that note, I will pass to my friend, Ms Bashir 
SC, to do exactly that.  

May it please the Court. 

 

13 September 2023 


