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Jus%ce Beech-Jones, Chief Jus%ce Gageler, Jus%ces of the High Court, re%red Chief Jus%ces and 
Jus%ces of the High Court, dis%nguished guests all, it is my pleasure and privilege in equal measure, 
Jus%ce Beech-Jones, to offer the congratula%ons of the Bar na%onally upon your Honour’s 
appointment to our apex Court. 

As has been observed by speakers who have gone before me, your Honour’s appointment to this 
Court has received universal acclama%on, and unsurprisingly so.  Your Honour brings to this Court a 
decade of excep%onal service to the New South Wales Supreme Court, essayed in detail by Chief 
Jus%ce Bell at your Honour’s recent valedictory.  Your Honour departs that Court not only with the 
deep affec%on of the New South Wales Bar but with a reputa%on earned across the na%on for your 
skill as a jurist.  You enjoy a reputa%on for being as industrious as you are well humoured, as decisive 
as you are courteous. 

Prior to your appointment to the Supreme Court of New South Wales, your Honour spent two 
decades in prac%ce at the New South Wales Bar.  Your 11th Floor St James Hall members are 
understandably delighted by the success that one of their alumni has achieved today.  Your Honour’s 
breadth of prac%ce, Bench and Bar, across the gamut of all areas of law:  crime, civil disputes, public 
law, and cons%tu%onal law, equips your Honour well to deal with the wide and varied jurisdic%on 
necessarily administered by this Court.  Your Honour enjoys a reputa%on for a great insight into the 
human condi%on, something that is essen%al to fairly, and in an even handed fashion, dispense 
jus%ce. 

Your Honour, our members look forward to having the opportunity of appearing before you and 
developing the affec%on that the New South Wales Bar so evidently has for you.  The experience 
your Honour brings to the Court resonates with the prac%ce of all members of the Australian Bar.  
Your Honour’s career is an exemplifica%on that the ul%mate discharge of judicial office involves 
quietening real controversies between real people, and, as necessary, adjudica%ng between the 
ci%zen and the State.  Today, Jus%ce Beech Jones, is a day of understandable pride for your Honour’s 
family and friends.  No one aSains the sort of success of today, and those successes that have 
preceded today for you, without the love and support of your Honour’s family and friends. 

Your wife, Suzie, your children, Gabriel and Sasha, your parents, and all of those near to you, should 
feel an understandable sense of pride and a stake in the success that is exhibited today.  Jus%ce 
Beech-Jones, the Bar na%onally offers its congratula%ons on your Honour’s fine appointment and 
greatly looks forward to appearing before you in this Court. 

May it please the Court. 


